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THE LAW SCHOOL 1949-50
Notwithstanding the fact that the peak of postwar veterans' enrollment is supposed to have subsided, the 1949-50 enrollment in the Law
School remains substantially the same as it has been during the past several years. Last year we recorded a total of 1057 students; this year the
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figure is 1030. The beginning class of 409 students, together with 273
second-year and 328 third-year students, to which must be added 20
graduate students, all add up to the total, 1030. Thirty-three of the total
are women, the largest women's enrollment ever recorded in the School.
The group of 20 graduate students is also a record. Nine of them hold
William W. Cook Fellowships, five are foreign students, and the remainder are American students who have come to Michigan because of
a desire to pursue advanced study in various fields of the law. The five
foreign students represent the Philippines, Sweden, the Netherlands,
and Switzerland, two coming from the last-named country. Spending a
year or more with us in each case, they will not only take back to their
own countries a reasonable familiarity with American law and customs,
but while here they will give our American students valuable understanding of the laws and customs of other nations. The interchange of ideas is
well worth while.
·
Oversize enrollment continues to present a serious problem. The
number of young men and women who seemingly are determined to
become lawyers by attending Michigan Law School taxes our facilities
to the utmost. The buildings are designed for approximately eight hundred students, and the size of the faculty is adjusted accordingly, yet
we are currently admitting upwards of one thousand, and it is only by
pursuing a careful policy of selection that the number is kept to that
figure. The 409 members of the first-year class were selected from approximately twelve hundred applicants.
During the last couple of years the Law School has been renewing
its prewar program of institutes with good success. Institutes take various forms. They are participated in not only by students, faculty, and
other members of the University community, but also by members of
the bench and bar who are always cordially invited to attend. In February of 1949 we conducted an Oil and Gas Law Institute, presided
over by Professor Wilmer D. Masterson, Jr., who was invited from
Southern Methodist University School of Law, Dallas, Texas, to be
the guest lecturer. The Institute continued for four days, Tuesday
through Friday, February I to February 4. Syllabi and bibliographical
materials were mimeographed and made available in advance. Professor
Masterson is a member of the Texas and Oklahoma bars. He practiced
law for a number of years in San Antonio and thereafter spent eight
years with the legal department of the Shell Oil Company, during which
time he devoted full-time attention to oil and gas law. His lectures and
consultation periods gave our students, as well as the visiting members
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of the bar, a thoroughly satisfactory opportunity to examine the fundamentals of this specialized area of law practice.
Another special Law School program was the Institute on International and Comparative Law held during the 1949 Summer Session.
This is the second summer institute conducted by the School in that
field of the law. The discussions of the 1949 institute were concerned
with "Legal Problems of World Trade," and dealt with the doctrines
of private international law applicable to international commerce. The
program extended from August 5 to August 21. The facilities of the
Lawyers Club residence quarters were made available for visiting guests,
and a unique group of experts was assembled to deliver lectures and engage in consultations and seminars. Well-known names on the program
included Professor Ronald H. Graveson, from the University of London,
England, Professor Mario Matteucci, from the Rome Institute, Italy,
Dean Henri Batiffol, from the University of Lille, France, Mr. Mitchell
B. Carroll, of the International Fiscal Association, Mr. Charles R. Carroll, of the General Motors Overseas Operations, Messrs. Ira A. Campbell and Henry Barfield, of the New York Bar, and Professor John N.
Hazard, of the Russian Institute, Columbia University. Also participating were professors of wide repute in the field of Conflict of Laws in the
United States-Paul A. Freund, of Harvard Law School, Elliott E.
Cheatham, of Columbia Law School, Max Rheinstein, of the University
of Chicago Law School, together with Professor Hessel E. Yntema and
Research Associate Ernst Rabel, of our own staff. Altogether there were
twenty-five speakers appearing on the program. It was a broadly representative group, composed of foreign as well as domestic experts, of
practical men as well as those of academic persuasion. It is not too extravagant to say that the Institute was, in a substantial degree, successful
in integrating experience at the bar with the theory of academic life on
both sides of !J!e Atlantic Ocean. It served to promote mutual understanding of problems of world commerce, and such mutual understanding is really worth while under contemporary conditions.
In connection with institutes, mention should also be made of the
Thomas M. Cooley Lectureship, established several years ago by the
law faculty to offer each year a carefully prepared series of lectures on
some timely topic of professional interest. During the past year the third
annual series of these lectures was delivered by Professor Zechariah
Chafee, Jr., of Harvard University Law School. They were presented
April 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22, 1949? on the subject, "Some Problems of
Equity." Professor Chafee, who has earned a wide repute by reason of
his numerous legal writings, including Freedom of Speech and the Press
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in the United States, as well as because of his years of teaching on the
Harvard Law faculty, delivered the five lectures to a large and appreciative audience of students, professors, and members of the bench and
bar. The lectures were well received, and in due course they will be
published as a part of the Thomas M. Cooley Lectureship Series.
During the year 1949-50 the faculty plans to offer still another type
of institute, an institute that will be called the "Frontiers of the Law."
The program will be devoted to new developments in the bread-andbutter fundamentals of the law-for example, recent leading cases in
contract law, new statutes affecting the law of property or torts, the latest
developments in tax or industrial relations legislation-all these and
other timely subjects will receive proper share of attention. It will be a
two- or three-day institute, held during the spring semester or early
suminer, and it will be designed to aggregate the latest developments
in the fields of law and practice to be included in the program. The
program should prove quite as valuable to members of the bar as the
medical clinics held to demonstrate new medical techniques have
proved to be for the members of the medical profession.
In regard to the faculty of the Law School, there is one retirement
from the staff and one new addition to report. Professor John E. Tracy,
who has been a member of the faculty for nineteen years, teaching
courses in Evidence, Securities, Creditors' Rights, and Corporations, has
reached his sixty-ninth year and is now enjoying a year of "terminal furlough" pending retirement at age seventy. Students and faculty alike
will miss his faithful service and his friendly and helpful cooperation,
but we wish him all of the satisfaction that comes from a well-earned
relief from routine duties. He is embarking upon a program of serious
legal writing which will add to his already substantial reputation as a
legal author.
The most recent addition to the law faculty is Professor John Wesley
Reed, who became Associate Professor of Law beginning with the fall
semester of 1949-50. Mr. Reed received his Bachelor of Arts degree at
William Jewell College in Missouri in 1939 and his Bachelor of Laws
degree at Cornell University Law School in 1942. In law school he was
editor-in-chief of the Cornell Law Quarterly, winner of the Moot Court
trophy, and a member of the Order of the Coif. Following graduation
he practiced law for four years in Kansas City with the firm of Stinson,
Mag, Thomson, McEvers & Fizzell, engaged mostly in tax and trial
work. In 1946 he accepted appointment as associate professor of law at
the University of Oklahoma Law School. After teaching for two years,
he decided to pursue graduate study in the field of his principal interest,
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namely, practice and procedure. He received a graduate teaching fellowship at Columbia University Law School, where he spent the year 194849. Corning now to Michigan, he will specialize in procedure, where
he will fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Professor Tracy.
Mention should also be made of recent developments in teaching
and research in Legislation in the Law School. Part of this is in progress,
but part is still in the planning stage. Until recent years the common
law of commerce and trade has been the principal grist of the law business, and, of course, it being the duty of the law schools to train young
men and women to practice law, attention has very properly been concentrated on that field. But times are changing. The statute book and
the ever-increasing number of statutory enactments and administrative
regulations regulating business, governing industrial and labor relationships, prescribing statutory standards to be followed in almost every walk
of human activity, levying taxes and duties, licensing many phases of
business endeavor, all taken together have materially changed the character of much of the law practice in the United States. We have taken
long strides toward codification, toward the substitution of law written
by legislative organs for law developed by judicial decisions. The lawyer
of today must know his statute book, and he must know how to use it.
Every lawyer knows how statute law differs from judge-made law, not
only in regard to the source from which it is derived but more importantly
in the manner of handling it to solve day-to-day problems. Different
materials and different techniques are resorted to. The lawyer must possess new and different equipment carrying him far from conventional
case methods.
With these thoughts in mind the Law School is developing as rapidly as possible a center for teaching, research, and service in "written
law"-this to include not only statute law, administrative regulations,
ordinances, and similar legal materials, but also state constitutions and
their interpretation. At the present time we offer the usual three-hour
course in Legislation. It is a good course, but it does not and cannot in
the time available include certain essential features requisite to an adequate teaching program in the field. We plan also to offer work in legislative drafting for the few who wish to specialize in it. We shall afford
in seminars an independent opportunity to explore the meaning, purpose, and effect of specific statutory structures so important in contemporary affairs-for example, anti-trust law, chain-store tax laws, etc. We
hope to do more with graduate study in the field, offering opportunities
for students at the graduate level to extend their knowledge of the subject. In connection with this program, the library collection will be

206

MmmGAN LAw REvmw

[ Vol. 48

expanded by adding the voluminous materials concerning the legislative
histories of important statutes. A substantial amount of bibliographical
effort and of research and productive writing will be required. All of
this will serve to stimulate, facilitate, and expedite the in6.ltration of
contemporary statutory materials into the cognate law courses, that is,
courses in fields where statute law has assumed important proportions in
recent years.
As a part of the program we are proceeding vigorously with research
and publication. One major task is the preparation and publication of
monographic studies on the various phases of state constitutional law.
Most of the state constitutions of the United States are outmoded and
outdated. Revision is in the air. In Michigan, for example, there has
been no revision since 1908, and the changes that have taken place since
that time will soon compel a complete re-examination and rewriting of
the fundamental law of the state. The studies on which we are working
will be useful in this connection. We also are planning a continuing
publication of scholarly studies dealing with statute law as it is currently
written into the books by the national and state legislatures. An annual
or biennial volume will probably be published, discussing the frontiers
in state legislation. Certain pilot projects and field investigations that
we have pursued during the last year or two have convinced us of the
worth-whileness of a major emphasis on this legislative program. Indeed, we propose that the Michigan Law School shall become a center
for developmental work in the field of "written law."
Finally, a word should be said concerning the Law Student Association, organized by the students and approved by the faculty in May 1949.
It is something new for the Law School. It is an organization in which
every law student is a member. According to its Articles the association
plans to pursue five lines of student activity: (1) furnishing assistance
for incoming students in the process of orientation; (2) presenting student views on problems connected with the curriculum and class scheduling; (3) assuming responsibility jointly with the law faculty for part
of the extracurricular speakers program; ( 4) arranging for legal aid, to
be worked out in cooperation with and under the control and supervision
of the local Washtenaw County Bar; (5) publishing some form of law
student newspaper. The new organization was launched too late in the
year 1948-49 to accomplish any of its specific objectives during the year.
However, it is under way and we expect it to be a valuable feature of law
student life at Michigan.
E. Blythe Stason*
"Dean, University of Michigan Law School.-Ed.

